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prowling along the river, in sight of the fort; that
they had deputed him to speak concerning peace with
the French, but not with the Savages,—the Algon-
quins, and the Montagnais, whom they hate unto
death, and whom they wish to exterminate entirely.
‘“ They have,” said he, ‘‘ thirty-six arquebusiers, as
skillful as the French,—the remainder are very well
armed in Savage fashion; they are abundantly fur-
nished with powder, with lead, with bows, arrows,
and javelins, and with provisions. They are hoping
that a present will be given them, of thirty good
arquebuses; they are resolute people, whom you
must trust only with reserve, since an Algonquin
woman,— who has lived for some time in their coun-
try, and from whom these Barbarians concealed
little,— warned us in secret that these people wished
to use our bodies as a bait, in order that they might
take all the Savages, our confederates, ruin the whole
country, [149] and make themselves absolute masters
of the great River. I am commissioned,” said he,
‘“to return without delay; they have retained with
them my companion as hostage, and I have given
them my word that I will see them again as soon as
possible.” The sieur de Chanflour gave as answer,
that, this matter being of great importance, it was
necessary that the great Captain of the French should
be notified of it,—that they did not doubt he would
approve of the pursuit of peace, that they were going
to send Messengers to him, and that he would short-
ly be at the Three Rivers. Our prisoner, and a
Frenchman who accompanied him, reémbarked with
this answer, set off by a quantity of provisions and
little presents, in order to win these Barbarians.
They approved our procedure, but they did not neg-
lect to fortify themselves well, while awaiting the



